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Abstract
Hogye Sinjukdo's thoughts of righteousness and its foundations | Jang, Sookpil

Sin-jeokdo (Hogye, 1574-1663) was a general of patriotic army who protected
the region of Euseong at the time of Qing dynasty's invasion in 1627(Jungmyo)
and 1636(Byongja). He was an prominent figure outside government as well as
a faithful confucian who spent his life with reading and teaching junior scholars
after disgraceful treaty in the year of Byongja.

Hogye understood the neo-Confucianism in terms of the whole duty of men
(#%) and righteousness(FEFE) which was in the status of sole official academic
subject and thought its practice only hinged upon the practice of filial piety
and brotherly love together with loyalty and sincerity based on morals between
sovereign and subject, father and son. He, therefore, emphasized that the
righteousness only can be accomplished by dying of children and subjects for
filial piety and fidelity respectively, at the time of commotion. This was his
spirit of righteousness which repelled Japanese army in the Imjin War and he
insisted on defeating Japanese army in accordance with this spirit.

Hogye's practice of righteousness is grounded on the spirit of Chosun
Confucianism which stressed actual practices of moral principles and duties. His
practice of righteousness shows internalized cultural sinocentrism and
moral-centric, ethic-centric characteristic of Chosun Confucianism. Moreover, the
moral consciousness which was shown in Hogye's thought helped to keep
Korean's pride and observe morality and it served itself as a basis of

commencement of nationalistic military, religious movements afterwards.
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